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LOOK!
ILUSTRACIÓN ALEMANA
ACTUAL
“¿Qué sería del libro del Grufaló sin el peludo
monstruo que brincó al mundo de la pluma de
Axel Scheffler? ¿Y del “Winnie the Pooh” de
A. A. Milnes sin los dibujos inconfundibles de
Ernest Shepard? ¿Qué niño no se ha perdido
alguna una vez en los coloridos mundos de los
libros para buscar y encontrar de Ali Mitgutsch
o de Rotraut Susanne Berner?
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Logotipo: Ole Könnecke y Tatjana Müksch

Las imágenes son comprensibles de manera
inmediata, las ilustraciones arrojan luz a los
textos: un niño que todavía no puede leer,
también comprende siempre el lenguaje de las
imágenes, la atmósfera desplegada a través
de ellas en las páginas, los detalles inesperados
y la vida adicional que le infunden a una
historia. No obstante, las ilustraciones se han
considerado durante mucho tiempo como
un elemento decorativo en el libro y no como
una parte integral de él. Su función, se con
sideraba, era la de visualizar la historia y
por lo tanto frecuentemente, eran colocadas
en segunda importancia, después del texto.”*
En la exposición LOOK!, que se mostró en el
marco de la participación de Alemania, tanto
en la Feria Internacional del Libro Infantil
y Juvenil de Bolonia, como en México en 2016,
reúne más de 100 obras de 30 de los más
reconocidos ilustradores de Alemania, lo cual
es testimonio de la variedad, creatividad y
calidad de la escena de la ilustración alemana.

De la exposición de 123 originales, que incluía
imágenes y objetos de los artistas alemanes,
que fue preparada para la participación en
Bolonia por la Feria del Libro de Fráncfort, el
GoetheInstitut Mexiko presenta aquí una ver
sión itinerante: “LOOK! – Ilustración alemana
actual”. Se trata de reproducciones en alta
calidad de las obras originales, así como de la
información biográfica de los artistas, parcial
mente conocidos en Latinoamérica y de otros
títulos que esperan para ser descubiertos.
Deseamos agradecer especialmente a los
artistas por otorgar su autorización para la
reproducción de las obras para esta exposición,
a la curadora Heike Clemens por la selección
de las obras, a Susanna Wengeler por las foto
grafías de los artistas, a la diseñadora gráfica
Maike Truschkowski, por el diseño de la
versión itinerante y naturalmente, a la Feria
del Libro de Fráncfort y al Ministerio de
Relaciones Exteriores de la República Federal
de Alemania, sin cuya contribución, la exposi
ción itinerante no hubiera sido posible.

* Palabras de bienvenida del Director de la
Feria del Libro de Fráncfort, Jürgen Boos para
el Catálogo de la Exposición, 2016.

KRISTINA
ANDRES

ANKE
BÄR

SONJA
BOUGAEVA

Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

Birth and Upbringing

1971, Greifswald, East Germany

The one inevitably transforms into
the other, and back again. I believe it’s
known as “flow”.

I was born in 1975 in St Petersburg
(Leningrad), where I also spent my
childhood and adolescence.

Studies and Explorations

1994–2002, Hamburg Academy of Fine
Arts, with Olav-Christopher Jenssen
Tools and Materials

Before: diary. Sketches: pencil, scissors,
adhesive tape, tracing paper. Final
artworks: drawing card, drawing pen,
drawing ink, watercolours, gouache.
Afterwards: three waste-paper baskets.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

My heroes: when I was studying I was
inspired by French illustrators as well
as English ones. My great role model
for creativity and artistic freedom was
John Burningham, for example, even
though I now work in a completely
different way. I admire illustrators who
can tell good stories and who work in
unconventional ways. My magic moments: being nominated for the German
Children’s Literature Prize for the book
Zwei Schwestern bekommen Besuch
(“Two Sisters Receive a Visit”) in 2005.
It meant a lot to me and was a tremendous validation of my work because
it was the first book I’d done independently (alongside my degree).

Tools and Materials
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ANTJE
DAMM
Birth and Upbringing

→ Bridlin bakes
From: Endres
Mixed media;
21 × 29.7 cm; 2014

Order or Chaos?

Ego: Dreams and Reality

My work area is complete chaos, especially just before a deadline. There are
countless sketches, piles of open books,
pens and tubes of paint. But when I
start working on a particular project I
aim for a certain level of order, at least
in the way I work, so that I can keep
on top of everything – for example by
working for a very long time on a storyboard until everything is just right.
I think order is generally very worthwhile, but unfortunately also difficult
to maintain. I order my thoughts or

I would like to do more original children’s books in order to realise all the
ideas that I’ve collected in my sketchbooks over the years. I’d very much like
to do something for adults at last too,
like a comic. I’m gradually getting back
into work again after the birth of my
daughter last year (magic moment!).

SONJA
DANOWSKI

STELLA
DREIS
↓ Birth and Upbringing

In Plovdiv, Bulgaria
Studies and Explorations
Studies and Explorations

Studies and Explorations

After unsuccessful applications to study
fashion and textile design, I began
studying illustration at the Academy of
Arts in St Petersburg. I took a break
after three years and trained at an
animation studio. In 1997, I got a place
to study at a technical college in Hamburg (which later became the Hamburg
University of Applied Sciences). I have
lived in Germany since 1998. I completed my studies in 2004 and have
since been working for international
publishing houses.

Acrylics (painting), watercolours
(combined with drawing)

Paper model theatre (detail)
Non-commissioned work
Paper cut; 29.7 × 42 cm;
2015

impressions by recording them in my
sketchbook. That really helps me
to generate ideas or characters for
my work.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Looking up? Into the heavens up above.
Especially when there’s an owl flying.
Ego: Dreams and Reality

That’s how it is with me. Everything’s
pretty much alright.

Are ongoing. On many different levels
and trajectories. Geographically speaking: from East to West.

Tools and Materials

JUDITH
DREWS

STEFANIE
HARJES

JULIA
FRIESE

INA
HATTENHAUER

JAN
VON HOLLEBEN

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

Birth and Upbringing

← Order or Chaos?

My grandfather. Calvin and Hobbes.
Or artists whose works keep on
inspring me, like Hieronymus Bosch,
Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Albrecht
Dürer, James Ensor. Authors like
Gabriel García Márquez, Maurice
Sendak, Chudomir. Choreographers
like Pina Bausch. Magic moments?
When I have an idea – an image
in my head – and have figured out
how to make it real. And then the
moment when I can say: yes, that’s
exactly it!

Born in Heide (Holstein) and
grew up in Albersdorf (Dithmarschen/
Schleswig-Holstein)

No shadow without light and no order
without chaos – I need both!

I was born in Leipzig and moved to
Potsdam when I was a baby. I lived
there until the end of my time
at school.

↙ Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Children, fairies and good spirits are
my favourite heroes, sources of
inspiration and companions for magic
moments.

I love working at my big white table
when everything is completely in order,
inside and out. But it’s very rare that I
live up to this. I am usually surrounded
by a moderate amount of chaos.

1977 in Cologne and then straight down
to Freiburg in sunny south Germany for
everything else

Studies and Explorations

↓ Ego: Dreams and Reality

It’s not easy to reconcile both.
That suits me just now.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

A-levels, hotel management training,
croupier training, degree in illustration
at the Hamburg University of Applied
Sciences
Tools and Materials

Mainly acrylics and paintbrushes with
not too many bristles, my beloved
Kaweco fountain pen, pencil and computer – but also my camera, printing
ink and coloured pencils!

Tools and Materials

Tools and Materials

Various, according to the particular
project. From pens, chalk and paints,
to the computer, to a ball of dough.
Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments
Order or Chaos?

Studies and Explorations

1997–1998 photographer’s assistant;
1998–2000 studies at Freiburg University of Education; 2000–2002 BA (Hons)
Theory and History of Photography
at the Surrey Institute of Art & Design
(UK); 2002–2007 art director, director
of photography, picture editor and
founder of two photography cooperatives (London, UK); 2007–… freelance
photographer, illustrator and author
with a studio in Berlin, Germany

Studies and Explorations

I studied illustration and graphic
design in Dublin, Bilbao and Leipzig.
This is when my first children’s books
came about. I’m very happy about
the fact that my days of learning and
exploration are far from over.

I do as much work as possible by hand,
using analogue techniques and materials such as collage, etching, screen
printing, monotype, acrylics, watercolours, pencil, crayons and ink. I like
working with old scraps of paper that
I have collected and struggle with
pristine sheets of expensive paper. The
computer is an important tool, but I
always try to wait until the end of the
work process before I use it.

Ego: Dreams and Reality

–

Order or Chaos?

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Heroes: during the last few months, in
which I have had my first taste of being
a mother, I have come to see all single
mothers and fathers as heroes! Apart
from that, I have long admired the Irish
traveller and writer Dervla Murphy.
And I regard Edward Snowden as an
important hero of our time. Magic
moments: my first book contract; a lot
of magic moments while travelling;
moments when a new idea makes me
all fidgety; moments of fruitful collaboration with other people; my heart
leaping with joy when I watch my child.

Tools and Materials

Everything that is lying or flying around
in the world: lovely people, everyday
objects, delicious sweets and all other
beautiful things. Also a camera, a studio and a good team.

Ego: Dreams and Reality

A well-ordered super-chaos. YO!

Punks, fairies, pirates and dragons are
the biggest ones. Plus a few important
people like Astrid Lindgren, Peter
Härtling, Loriot, Michael Ende and
Ali Mitgutsch. Also a looooot of really
good music, brightly coloured socks,
a few litres of green tea and a fresh
breeze in my face. Then it’s all good.

REINHARD
KLEIST

I would love to fly. I would also like to
do magic and get rid of all stupidity in
the world. In reality I am just very
good at pretending to do so – that’s my
best skill. I am an enthusiastic “Homo
Ludens” – a person who sees and
understands the world and themselves
through play.

ELSA
KLEVER

TOBIAS
KREJTSCHI

Birth and Upbringing

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Birth and Upbringing

Birth and Upbringing

On 11 February 1970 near Cologne

My magic moment: doing a life drawing event in the Ubud jungle in Bali,
to the music of Johnny Cash, my hero.

Born in Berlin in 1985 and grew up there
Studies and Explorations

Born 1980, childhood in Dresden,
schooling and adolescence in the
Franconian Odenwald

Studies and Explorations

Degree in illustration at the University
of Münster, and after that freelance
illustrator in Berlin

After completing her school education,
Elsa Klever travelled to New Zealand.
She spent a year there and – after a brief
excursion into cultural studies – decided
to study illustration. She studied illustration from 2007–2012 at the Hamburg
University of Applied Sciences and
at the University of Lucerne. She has
worked as a freelance illustrator in
Hamburg since 2012.

Tools and Materials

↓ Ego: Dreams and Reality
Order or Chaos?
Ego: Dreams and Reality

Tools and Materials

ANKE
KUHL
Birth and Upbringing

Studies and Explorations

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Studies and Explorations

Studied illustration at the Hamburg
University of Applied Sciences (qualified with an MA in design). Travelled
widely in America, Asia, Europe and
Oceania. Worked as a freelance illustrator and author and as a lecturer
giving workshops and lectures. My
books have appeared in numerous
languages and have been honoured
with multiple awards.

Tools and Materials

Order or Chaos?

Tools and Materials

Watercolours and drawing pencils are
always my first choice – although I do
also try out other techniques.

–

–

Preliminary sketch
(detail)
For: Nis Randers
21 × 29.5 cm

Preliminary sketch (detail)
For: Paris. Wimmelbuch
70 × 50 cm

Dreamer
From: Animales Animados
Drypoint engraving,
hand-coloured; 9 × 8 cm,
2015

→ How to train your brain?
From: Denkste?!
Analogue photograph;
2013

Sailor with pipe
(vignette)
From: Nis Randers
Acrylic on cardboard;
21 × 30 cm; 2015

* ANKE = ANKER (“anchor”) minus R
KUHL = KUH (“cow”) plus L

JONAS
LAUSTRÖER

MARKUS
LEFRANÇOIS

Birth and Upbringing

Birth and Upbringing

Hamburg, Hamburg

I was born in Aschaffenburg in Lower
Franconia and grew up in the idyllic
town of Seligenstadt am Main in the
region of southern Hesse.

Studies and Explorations

Studied at the Hamburg University of
Applied Sciences, freelance illustrator
of scientific and picture books, lecturer

Order or Chaos?

Order and chaos, the truth is somewhere in between
← Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments
↓ Ego: Dreams and Reality

JULIA
NEUHAUS

Tools and Materials

Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

Birth and Upbringing

For picture book illustrations I mainly
use pencil and coloured pencils on
paper. Lately, oil paintings have been
cropping up in my work too.

Born in 1974 in Nastätten, RhinelandPalatinate. Grew up in a small village
high above the Rhine Valley.

Both. Depending on which one I need
at the time.

I was born in Lüdinghausen in 1974,
went ice-skating in winter and hunting
for bison in summer.

Studies and Explorations

Miguelanxo Prado, Joseph Zbukvic

After A-levels and civilian service
I studied fine arts at the Academy of
Arts in Mainz. At first I had a very
classical education in drawing with
Professor Klaus Vogelgesang. I later
specialised in painting with Professor
Anne Berning. After my degree
I moved to Berlin, where I still live
and work today.

Order or Chaos?

Kindergarten, school, A-levels, civilian
service in a hospital. 1996–2002 studied
design in Münster, with a focus on
illustration.

Fortunately, I’m pretty good at keeping
the two separate.

Preliminary sketches
For: Lindbergh
each 10 × 8 cm

pp. 88–91
Preliminary sketch (details)
For: Der Hase und der Igel
21 × 29.7 cm

DANIEL
NAPP

Birth and Upbringing

Born in Frankfurt am Main in November 1980, grew up in Bernkastel-Kues
on the River Mosel

Order or Chaos?

Definitely order! I love well-balanced,
carefully thought-out pictures. Although I’m happy for the painting style
to be wild, (apparently) random and
executed with panache.

Ego: Dreams and Reality

→ Thieving mouse
From: Lindbergh
Pencil, fineliner,
watercolour;
21 × 30 cm; 2014

SEBASTIAN
MESCHENMOSER

Tools and Materials

I very much enjoy analogue work with
watercolours, ink, gouache and coloured pencils. Sometimes one thing,
then another …

Studies and Explorations

I studied visual communication at the
Kassel Academy of Arts from 2000 to
2007, focusing on illustration and
graphic design, and was commended
for my illustrative work. I have held
a lectureship in drawing at the Kassel
Academy of Fine Arts since 2007 and
a lectureship in illustration at the European Academy of Fine Arts in Trier
since 2009. My work is being exhibited
both in Germany and abroad, and I am
also running workshops and working
on a lot of great projects for different
clients.

Studies and Explorations

Tools and Materials

Watercolours, acrylics, charcoal and
pencil crayons

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

The cinema – from space warriors to
bullwhipping archaeology professors –
first whetted my appetite for telling
stories. Cinema music was the soundtrack for my imagination. Later I discovered wonderful books, artists, musicians, scientists … There are just too
many heroes, role models and sources
of inspiration to name them all here.
And one magic moment was finding
my first book in a bookshop, a story I
narrated myself with a very small
hero – a flying mouse!

I am what I make. And I am very happy
with that. I have held onto an almost
childlike capacity for enthusiasm. Of
course, I almost always have new goals
and desires, but when it comes to my
work dream and reality already match
up very nicely.

Ego: Dreams and Reality
Ego: Dreams and Reality

→ p. 45 (detail), pp. 46–47
Untitled
From: Grimms Märchenreise
Pencil on handmade and
hand-printed paper, digitally
edited and coloured;
each 42 × 29.5 cm; 2012

Order or Chaos?

The search for ideas is sometimes
chaotic, but as soon as the painting or
drawing begins, intellectual order and
organisation prevail. Another chaos –
spatial chaos – persistently creeps in
during my work. The result is a sandwich of chaos and order.

After A-levels and civilian service I
felt the pull of the big city, but it had
to be a big city with plenty of water.
So from 2005 I studied illustration and
design communication at the Hamburg
University of Applied Sciences. Afterwards I did a second apprenticeship
as an illustrator for a large advertising
agency in Hamburg – my baptism
of fire. I also did a lot of hiking at that
time, especially along the North Sea
coast, looking for inner peace. I’m now
freelance – mainly working on picture
books.

Order
Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

–

Ego: Dreams and Reality

Birth and Upbringing

Born and raised in the small town of
Sulingen in Lower Saxony. The exact
day: Sunday 7 November 1982.

Order or Chaos?
Order or Chaos?

Ordered chaos!

–

Organised chaos

TORBEN
KUHLMANN

*

Studies and Explorations

Ego: Dreams and Reality

Tools and Materials

For picture books mainly paper,
paintbrushes and acrylics

Detail from: Bremer
Stadtmusikanten
Sepia ink, watercolour;
48 × 36 cm; 2014

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

For a while now my private heroes
have been my two boys, who on a daily
basis happily swap between being
the most daring knights, dangerous
dragons, courageous deep-sea divers
and loving or testing sons! My artistic
role models are as likely to be from
the late 19th century as from the contemporary German comic scene. It’s
amazing that there are so many brilliant things to be found! Although my
wallet isn’t always in agreement there!!
Ego: Dreams and Reality
I like to let everything come to me
and then marvel at where my professional path is taking me. This way I can
preserve my freedom as a designer in
all the fantastic projects. A stack of the
books I have illustrated are currently
helping with the task of painting the
ceiling; perhaps at some point my pile
of books will be useful for practising
diving at the swimming pool!

Ordered chaos, or rather somewhat
chaotic order

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Ego: Dreams and Reality

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

The question about chaos and order
has made me think of the Marx Brothers. Apart from that, I am a huge
fan of Roald Dahl and Tove Jansson.

Tools and Materials

In this order: pencil, eraser, pencil,
fineliner, watercolours and a hairdryer
to dry it off

Ego: Dreams and Reality

I have the good fortune to be able to
work in the best profession imaginable.
What more could I really wish for?

Untitled
From: Dr. Brumm
geht wandern
Watercolour;
46 × 30 cm; 2012

Studies and Explorations

1984: when I was 10 years old we went
on a primary school trip to see a painter. I was profoundly impressed by her
workshop and her water-soluble colour
pencils. I asked for both these things
for Christmas, although I only got
the tin of pencils at first. 1994–1997: I
trained as a bookbinder and experienced the condition of being fully at
one with my hands. Through my job I
acquired extremely well-developed
upper arms and a one-room flat with a
shower in the kitchen. 2001: Hamburg:
I began a degree in illustration at Hamburg University of Applied Sciences
and dreamed of illustrating classics of
world literature. I was young and
naive. 2002: my ex-boyfriend gave me a
second-hand computer, against my
will. I thought it was a load of rubbish.
2004: after six aimless semesters I
finally completed my first illustration

for Professor Bernd Mölck-Tassel.
2006: Un Lion à Paris by Beatrice Alemagna showed me just how much is
possible when you don’t let yourself be
driven mad by a single perspective and
academic drawing. End of 2006: Till
Penzek showed me how to use Photoshop. I experimented with digital collages: it seemed the computer wasn’t
a load of rubbish after all. Till invents
his own stories and has very unusual
ideas for pictures. The collaboration
eventually resulted in two children and
at least two books. 2007: finally, my
own workshop!

LENA
PFLÜGER
Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

Born in Leimen, grew up in Heidelberg
and the south of England

Preferably a bit of both. I need a lot of
drawers and a large drawing board.
If there’s too much chaos or too much
order I can’t think straight.

Studies and Explorations

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

One of my creative heroes was my late
grandfather. When I was little I used
to play with doll’s house furniture that
he had carved himself. He played the
piano and built beds and wooden animals on wheels for his grandchildren.
He drew macabre, hilarious cartoon
caricatures and did wonderfully colourful oil paintings. His joy in creativity
will always stay with me.

Tools and Materials

Chance, patience and spit

MONI
PORT
Birth and Upbringing

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

1968 in Bernkastel-Kues

Saul Steinberg, Sempé, Dick Bruna
(as an illustrator, but even more as a
designer), Charley Harper. I am currently interested in artists that move
between different disciplines (music,
illustration, fine art, design, typography, literature, politics) such as Mike
Mills and Miranda July, Anthony
Burrill and Oliver Jeffers.

Studies and Explorations

A-levels, training as a bookseller in
Trier, then a degree in communication
design in Mainz, cover designer for
Eichborn Verlag in Frankfurt, in 1999
founded the LABOR studio community
in Frankfurt with Anke Kuhl and
Philip Waechter

GERDA
RAIDT

Order or Chaos?

When I last moved, I relocated from an
external 25 m2 studio to a much smaller
8 m2 room in my flat. Less room, less
stuff, but more time to work because
there was no commute. Then I decided
that it would be better for an exchange
student to have the room rather than
my old sketches and so I said goodbye
to all my overstuffed graphics cabinets.
I don’t have a paper archive any more
and my pictures are coloured in on the
screen anyway. I have moved into a
minimalist work area in my bedroom.
My pencils and computer are all organised on my desk. I don’t need anything else. Visitors are sometimes
disappointed though.

Tools and Materials
Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Ego: Dreams and Reality

For composition and preliminary
sketches I use a 2H pencil, for the
(black and white) final artwork a Copic
fineliner and my beloved Japanese
brush pen. I usually colour in my illustrations in Photoshop, but I also like
drawing on coloured paper with Copics
and pencil crayons.

Cover artwork (detail)
From: Gordon und Tapir
29.7 × 42 cm; 2014
→ Untitled
From: Gordon und Tapir
Pencil, coloured pencil;
42 × 29.7 cm; 2014

Being a flamingo! (detail)
From: Die Affenagentur
Digital collage;
42.5 × 24.5 cm; 2015

Birth and Upbringing

I was born in Nuremberg in 1980 and
grew up in this gingerbread city too.

Tools and Materials

Paper, pencils, erasers, scanner and
computer

Ego: Dreams and Reality

–

Both

Winnetou, Kermit the Frog, both
very stylish. Janosch’s hare, Baldrian.
Not stylish, just a hare; inspired.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

I have new secret favourites at each
book fair. The older I get, the more I
admire simplicity, which is actually
the hardest thing. When life is captured
in a picture with very simple materials
and someone narrates very honestly,
without trying to impress me. I still see
the brushstrokes but I also see the
whole world. That moves me the most.

I studied graphic art at Burg Giebichenstein University of Art and Design in
Halle. After gaining my intermediate
diploma in illustration, I completed my
studies at the Academy of Visual Arts
in Leipzig. But above all I learnt from
the many years spent alone at my desk,
from my lecturers, my colleagues and
my agent.

Always to be improving and trying
out new things

Pizza girl
From: Lumpi, Lampe,
Luftballon
Ink, digitally coloured;
21 × 29.7 cm; 2016

SYBILLE
SCHENKER

Birth and Upbringing

1975, Berlin
Studies and Explorations

Ego: Dreams and Reality
Tools and Materials

Ink, computer, pencil crayons … found
objects everywhere and anywhere
Order or Chaos?

Both in turn

Order or Chaos?

Studies and Explorations

I felt the urge to move far away from
an early age, but it was only in 2006,
after graduating in communication
design, that I finally packed my bags
and headed to New York. After an
internship I began an MA in Illustration as Visual Essay at the School of
Visual Arts. Four years later I returned
to Germany, first to Berlin and then
in 2011 back to Nuremberg. I am still
living there today and working as an
illustrator, designer and, since 2014, as
professor of illustration at the University of Applied Sciences Nuremberg

Ego: Dreams and Reality

People think it’s a great career. But the
question is whether it is really a career,
because part of having a career is being
able to earn a living. And that’s not
always easy for illustrators of children’s
books …

Tools and Materials

During my illustration degree, watercolours and pencil were replaced by
paper and scalpel. At the moment I am
mainly working with cut-outs – not in
the traditional way with scissors, but
with an X-ACTO knife (blade no. 11).
I still enjoy using other materials such
as pencil, watercolours, fineliner or
stamps for backgrounds or surfaces
that support the cut-outs. I have a
special affinity for beautiful paper and

Vignettes
From: In die neue Welt
Pencil, digitally coloured;
13.8 × 11 cm; 2013

Wolf
For: Rotkäppchen
Paper cut; 22 × 14 cm;
2013

patterns and like to incorporate them
into my illustrations, either digitally
or in analogue form. My illustrations
work best in connection with one
another, hence my passion for telling
stories and making books.

KATRIN
STANGL
Birth and Upbringing

Born in Filderstadt, grew up in Lindau
on Lake Constance

DIRK
STEINHÖFEL

Order or Chaos?

Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

Order on the paper, chaos on the desk

Born on 29 February 1964 in Reddighausen on the River Eder. Grew up
in Biedenkopf on the River Lahn.
Rivers are not always associated with
movement. At least not for me. At least
not always. Only sometimes. When I
ask myself whether they bring stories
to me or carry them away.

The vast majority of work on the computer is extremely well ordered. The
chaos in my head is less easy to organise with a click or a swipe. Sometimes
I felt like I was losing my way. Working
in a tactile way allowed me to have an
overview. Working electronically looked
as though it was ordered, but wasn’t.
Then I got up and looked for new ways
of working.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments
Studies and Explorations

Art Brut, folk art, children’s drawings

India, Leipzig, Brazil, Cologne
Ego: Dreams and Reality

Order or Chaos?

Tools and Materials

Creative chaos in my head, order in
the work process and the work environment. It sometimes comes across as
uncreative, but the area where I work
is always tidy and my work process is
very clear and well structured.

Knife, gouge, linoleum, wood, transparencies, biro

Studies and Explorations

Trained as a commercial clerk during
the 70s. Paper has more to offer than
somewhere to set down numbers and
words. Beyond all the facts that are
immortalised there, it offers a space for
experimentation that is comparable to
the universe itself.
Trained as a porcelain painter in the
80s. White would always play a part.
Always shapes and colours. Always
the things I’d see if I were reflected in
earthly materials.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

My first creative hero was my grandfather. He was an architect, illustrator
and storyteller and showed me very
early on that drawing can be a career.
My subsequent mentor and role model
was Marshall Arisman, professor at
the School of Visual Arts. THE magic
moment for me was in 2010 at the
Frankfurt Book Fair, when Michael
Neugebauer expressed an interest in
publishing my first book.

EINAR
TURKOWSKI
My name is Einar Turkowski. I have
got used to it.
Birth and Upbringing

I was also born at some point, and that
doesn’t make any sense either. I don’t
like speaking about my age. I am still
single. I made my first picture book
when I was six. Then I went to school.
Maths was stupid. That’s why I didn’t
become an architect. Unfortunately.
I like houses a lot. But only beautiful
ones. Physics was stupid too. That’s
why I never became a stuntman, like
Colt Seavers. From Hollywood. But
I still like watching rockets taking off,
even today.

My ego. My dream and the reality.
I don’t know whether what I am is also
right. But it feels like it is. Really and
truly. That’s how I want to stay.

Tools and Materials

Dealing with materials is always a
curious process. Only the desired objective is consistent. Whether I choose
pencil and paper or mouse and monitor, in the end it’s about the result.
Time would play just as big a role. I use
the advantage of speed. Learned afresh
and found room for traditional wisdom.

Ego: Dreams and Reality

Unfortunately, ego and creativity do
not go together very well. The ego is
constantly on the lookout for mistakes
and is too eager to draw comparisons
with others – that is probably what
holds illustrators back the most. My
dream is to do more wide-ranging
work – and just to work more in general; the reality is definitely slower.

JOËLLE
TOURLONIAS

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

Music is always the thing that grounds
me. My childhood heroes are the surest
ground I have. “Gloomy moods and
inspiration / Were a funny combination /
Me and I” (ABBA, 1980).
Ego: Dreams and Reality

Woman with gorilla
Non-commissioned work
Wood cut; 40 × 50 cm;
2015

MEHRDAD
ZAERI

Order or Chaos?

Chaos in my head. Order on the drawing board. At times, at least … Or what
was it again?! “A clean desk is a sign
of a sick mind.”?! I’ve never liked that
expression. Even when it turns out to
be right …

Birth and Upbringing

Order or Chaos?

In Isfahan, Iran

Outer chaos, inner order! Chaos enables me to delight in improvisation
and anticipate the unexpected, but
inside you need peace and order so as
to make good use of the chaos.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

My heroes arrived relatively late in life.
And if I had to name some they would
be Han Solo, Asterix, Prince Valiant
and his creator Hal Foster. That’s more
or less it. My magic moments were all
those lovely glittering prizes: Germany,
Austria, Bratislava, Belgrade, Brazil,
Madrid. That was wonderful.

Studies and Explorations

Ego: Dreams and Reality

At some point I studied illustration,
because I always wanted to make
books. It was at the Hamburg University of Applied Sciences. Everything
else was a diversion. But I think diversions are wonderful.

Dream and reality: always to be as free
as the text permits.

Studies and Explorations

I am an autodidact. After my A-levels
in 1992, aged 22, I began to make
art. Between 1992 and 2000 I earned
my living by driving taxis at night
and prepared exhibitions of my artistic
work during the day. There were
around 100 exhibitions between 1992
and 2007. In 2007, I was approached by
the publisher Büchergilde and asked
whether I would be interested in a book
project. My dream had come true.
I have been an illustrator since 2007.

Heroes, Heroines and Magic Moments

There were/are many heroes. I’ll name
two: (1) Friedrich Karl Waechter, for
his narrative style and inner depths.
(2) Pablo Picasso, for his playfulness.
Magic moments: I’ll name two:
(1) When a friend said to me that drawings and sketches could be as valuable
as paintings. (2) When I received a text
message from Büchergilde with my first
ever illustration contract.

Tools and Materials

My utensils are everything that you
can draw with. I like using pencils or
pencil crayons best though. Monochrome. Plain and simple. But detailed.

→ Untitled
From: Wir zwei gehören
zusammen
Pencil, watercolour,
digitally edited;
each 42 × 23.5 cm; 2016

Rocks (detail)
From: Der rauhe Berg
18.8 × 35 cm, 2012

Tools and Materials

Mainly pen and paper …
Also: Photoshop, acrylics, scissors,
cardboard, crayons and ink.

Ego: Dreams and Reality

Dream: a lifetime of painting pictures.
Reality: I am living this dream.

